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STATEMENT BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN MEDICO-LEGAL ASSOCIATION ON VACCINATION 

AGAINST THE COVID-19 VIRUS, 28 July 2021 

As a neutral and independent Organisation, SAMLA does not support, in any way, any view of its 

Members that oppose or that support the vaccination of individuals for the protection against the Covid-

19 virus. SAMLA’s position is that the choice to be vaccinated or not is a deeply personal one that 

should be guided by the advice and opinion of one’s personal medical advisors. Therefore, it is not to 

be interpreted that SAMLA in any way, supports or refutes statements or publications by its Members 

for the Members and/or the general public regarding the principle and practice of vaccination against 

the Covid-19 virus. 

As per the MOI of SAMLA, (3.2.7.5):   The Company shall, in the achievement of its purpose:  

3.2.7.5.1. promote freedom of expression, particularly section 16(1)(b), (c) and (d) of the Constitution 

of the Republic of South Africa;  

3.2.7.5.2. strive to actualise the rights to dignity, life, bodily- and psychological integrity and healthcare 

as entrenched in sections 10, 11, 12(2), 27(1)(a), 27(3), 28 (1)(c)(d) and 28(2) of the Constitution of the 

Republic of South Africa; and  

3.2.7.5.3. promote constitutional values of human dignity, the achievement of equality and the 

advancement of human rights and freedoms, non-racialism, non-sexism, the supremacy of the 

Constitution of the Republic of South Africa and the rule of law, including access to courts or where 

appropriate another independent and impartial tribunal or forum in terms of section 34 of the 

Constitution of the Republic of South Africa. 
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